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Life at Bunhill is following a steadier course since the completion of the
qguinquennial works and subsequent snagging, the last touches being finished
in August.

Now the meeting house looks clean and fresh and, most importantly, free from
the persistent problems of damp and mould. This is beneficial for all attending
our regular meetings and also improves the hirers’ experience.

Our loyal and long-standing hirers continue to enjoy the facilities and find the
location as convenient as ever with some new groups discovering the
advantages of Bunhill Fields Meeting House for the first time. We hope that
our lettings will continue to increase from now on and recover from the slump
due to COVID and building/decorating works closures.

Despite our small size, members from Bunhill meeting continue to be present
at Area Meetings and various other London Quaker meetings, hopefully gaining
and contributing in equal measure. Some of our number attended an enjoyable
weekend away at High Leigh earlier in the summer which was the first time
that Friends from all three north London areas had gathered together.

We have been giving the new London Area Meeting great consideration and
have contributed our thoughts on how the new premises and finances might
work.

We are also engaged in the process of Safeguarding Training and all of our role
holders at Bunhill Fields Meeting have either completed or are undertaking the
required online initial training course.

Due to our size, we are aware that there are weaknesses and limitations in
what our meeting can offer, especially guiding newcomers in learning the ways
that the Society works and the importance of business meetings and
membership. For this reason, we celebrate the appointment of Josh Selfe as
London Development Worker whose well subscribed course for newcomers
across London was initiated at Bunhill Fields and may well return to our
meeting house in the new year.

We still benefit from being able to hold our regular Sunday and third
Wednesday meetings in the garden during fine weather and our new free-
standing banner is an important addition in drawing attention to our presence.



We continue to enjoy welcoming many visitors from overseas and are happy
that two US Friends now call our meeting their ‘home from home’ in the UK!

Our eyes were opened to the reality of homelessness recently when two young
men used the veranda as a place of shelter where they remained for a long
enough period to enable us to get to know them and to learn of their
circumstances. Friends contacted the various agencies to request help for our
visitors and we trust that they will soon be provided with, at the very least,
alternative temporary accommodation. We certainly gained from this small
insight and hope for greater understanding and help for those who need such
support.

A very welcome development this year is the production of the Bunhill
Quarterly Newsletter by one of our regular group members. We are pleased
that the distribution list is growing and view it as a wonderful addition to the
life of our meeting.

This year, and for the first time, bans were read for the wedding of two
Edinburgh Friends - an event which has now taken place. In a very real sense
this added to the Spirit of Bunhill Fields Quaker Meeting and we were happy to
be able to contribute to this happy occasion.



